DIVERSE HABITATS

South Gippsland's mix of temperate rainforest,
open farmland and rugged coastline makes for
rich and diverse birdlife. Some species are very
common, while others can only be spotted in
particular locations. This brochure is organised by
habitat to help you spot the birds most likely to be
found in each area:

e Open Bush/Farmland
o Grassland/Wetland
e Coastal

e Forest

N

BIRDWATCHING TIPS

+  Bring sun protection, warm clothing and a
waterproof layer as South Gippsland weather
can change quickly.

+ Move slowly and keep noise to a minimum.

+  Early morning and late afternoon are often
best for birdwatching.

+ Listen as well as look; many birds are easier
to hear than see.

+ Binoculars can help you spot birds from a
distance.

+  Explore different habitats to see a wider
variety of birds.

+  Stay on tracks and respect wildlife habitats.

+ Have a great time out there!
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South Gippsland is a region where the country
meets the coast. Our breathtaking scenery makes
for a picturesque getaway - and our unique
landscape also plays home to an abundance of
beautiful birdlife.

When observing our birds, please remember that
you are in their natural habitat, so act like you
would as a guest in someone else's home.

Keep a safe distance from birds, avoid making loud
noises that would cause disturbances, take your
rubbish away with you and keep flash photography
to a minimum.

On your great birdwatching adventure, remember
to pack water, snacks, binoculars and/or a camera
with a zoom lens, and a pen to check off each of
the birds shown in this brochure as you find them.

Can you spot them all?

LOCATIONS

GREAT SOUTHERN RAIL TRAIL
The Great Southern Rail Trall
passes through a variety

of habitats, making it a
rewarding place to spot birds
while walking or cycling.
Koonwarra Biodiversity Walk
Spanning two kilometres of the
Trail, the Koonwarra Biodiversity Walk

features interpretive signage highlighting local
wildlife and fossil beds. Take a minute to read
the information and scan the QR codes to listen
to local bird and frog calls.

WILSONS PROMONTORY NATIONAL PARK

‘The Prom’, as it's affectionately
known by locals, is one of
Gippsland’'s most significant
birdwatching areas. Its rocky
coastline, dense bush and
grassy plains support a wide
range of birdlife. Emus can
sometimes be seen walking
across large open spaces.
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VENUS BAY
An elevated lookout allows you
to view the open plains of
the Point Smythe Coastal
Reserve across to the waters |
of Anderson Inlet.
Van Cleef Reserve

Stop by to look for forest

birds in the thick banksia scrub.
Learn about wildlife and listen to bird calls by
interacting with signage designed by a local
artist in collaboration with the community.

SOUTH
GIPPS
LAND

Q

Visitor Information Centre
Cnr McDonald and Main Streets,
Foster VIC 3960

%

1800 630 704
infocentre@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
visitsouthgippsland.com.au

These structures allow you to remain concealed
while watching birds in their natural habitat.

MEENIYAN
Wetland birdwatching beside the

Great Southern Rail Trail, between
Meeniyan and Stony Creek.

TOORA

A wheelchair-accessible hide
overlooking an internationally
significant wetland. Migratory
shorebirds can be seen between
August and April.

BALD HILLS WETLAND RESERVE
Take a walk through Paperbark

scrub and open bushland to view
birdlife in a large shallow wetland.
Watch out for snakes in summer!

MORE BIRDWATCHING

Agnes Falls Scenic Reserve, Toora
Baths Road Reserve, Mirboo North

™.

+  Lyrebird Forest Walk, Mirboo North
+ Leongatha Wetlands

Cape Liptrap Coastal Park
Foster Flora Reserve

«  Korumburra Botanic Park

«  Port Franklin Boardwalk

+ Sandy Point and Shallow Inlet

SOUTH GIPPSLAND
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A GUIDE TO INDIGENOUS BIRDS
INSOUTH GIPPSLAND
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If you're lucky, you might be able to

find some others!

KX
9,
Y1dyg

How to use this brochure

Check the circle on any birds you

/have spotted. Try to find them all!
exhaustive list of all the birds that

can be found in South Gippsland.

There are 102 birds shown in

this brochure
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